[Biomedical model of disease and criteria of distributive justice in disability pension cases].
As an expert in disability pension cases, the physician lays down important premises for the distribution of financial resources in society. The aim of this article is to present the material criteria of distributive justice of the Norwegian National Insurance Act and to carry out a constructive critique of how physicians are supposed to objectively evaluate their patients in light of these criteria. The form "Medical assessment of work disability" of the National Insurance Administration and central legal texts have been examined by using the method of text analysis. The material criteria of the Norwegian National Insurance Act, the criterion of need, of equality and of effort, are all implicitly contained in the form "Medical assessment of work disability". According to the form, the situation of the claimant should, in the light of these criteria, be evaluated by means of the biomedical model of disease. The central criterion of objectivity when applied in light of this model proves to be the ontological concept of objectivity, i.e. what exists as "objective findings". Our analysis indicates that a description and an evaluation of the claimant's situation in relation to the criteria of need, equality and vocational rehabilitation, when combined with the ontological concept of objectivity, tends to become arbitrary, insufficient and inaccurate. It is considered as problematic and unjust that little attention is given to the criterion of equality, defined as equal right for all citizens to the same actual possibilities of participation in the society, working life included, by an evaluation of disability based exclusively on the classical biomedical model of disease. The medical model of national insurance and of medicine should become more coordinated. Moreover, more weight should be given to impartial, varied and accurate evaluation according to an epistemological concept of objectivity. In this way the disability claimant's individual needs can be better clarified.